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Cheap Street Zoom Coffee Morning 

The joining instructions for our last online Coffee Morning on Thursday, 29th April at 10.30am are in this week’s 
email. 

    

From the Church Secretary 

A good number of people gathered outside 54 Cheap Street to see the Opening of The Pod last 
Saturday morning, and those of you who were there will, I am sure, agree it was a good start.  The 
Mayor of Sherborne, Councillor Jon Andrews, cut the ribbon into the premises and spoke of the benefits 
of increased links with the community.  As well as our own Minister, Duncan, we were very glad to have 
the Rev’d Paul Arnold, our Superintendent Minister, who prayed that The Pod would be fruitful for God’s 
Kingdom.  The crowd around came from other Churches as well as ours and from various community 
enterprises, together with unknown bystanders. 
 
A big Thank You to all who helped to get this project going.  I know that many have been involved for a 
long time – those who worked on the premises to make them what they are today, those who made 
contact with all the necessary bodies to get started, those who gave resources, including the anonymous 
donor who provided generous financial help, and those who have given their time and energy in many 
ways – without you all, we wouldn’t have been able to open.  A big Thank You to Lynn Heaton, whose 
vision it was, and who now takes it forward as Project Manager, and to members of the Management 
Committee and to all who have volunteered, and are training to work in The Pod.  As we move forward, 
I’m sure the prayers of the Church will be with you all. 
 
Other notes briefly - 
 

• All Sunday service will be in church from now on.  The next one will be our Annual Covenant 
service, delayed from 3rd January, which will include Communion. Membership tickets for all 
Church members will be available via pastoral visitors shortly after this. 

 

• Thought for the Day will be live in church from 6th May.  The Zoom Coffee Morning will operate for 
the final time this week and hopefully those who have attended will now have other openings to 
replace this.  Our thanks go to George Faris, who has hosted this each week in addition to his 
other Church activities on our behalf. 
 

• Finally, I hope you have noticed that the church garden is gradually receiving more attention from 
a few volunteers – thank you for quite a lot of hard work.  Can I sow a seed to suggest we might 
have some working parties on the garden to move it further forward?  If you are fit and able to 
assist, please let me know and also whether you would prefer this to be a weekday or a Saturday 
morning.  Thank you.                                                                                Janet LeMoignan 
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Thought for the Day 

                                                   APRIL 
  
An altered look about the hills; 
A Tyrian light the village fills; 
A wider sunrise in the dawn; 
A deeper twilight on the lawn; 
A print of a vermillion foot; 
A purple finger on the slope; 
A flippant fly upon the pane; 
A spider at his trade again; 
An added strut in chanticleer; 
A flower expected everywhere; 
An axe shrill singing in the woods; 
Fern-odors on untravelled roads, - 
All this, and more I cannot tell, 
A furtive look you know as well, 
And Nicodemus’ mystery 
Receives its annual reply.               Emily Dickinson. 
 
 
 
 
  
  



  
We are in the time between Our lord on the Cross and the Road to Emmaus 
And finally Nicodemus appears with Joseph of Arimathea.  Joseph had bravely begged 
The body from Pilate to ensure a decent burial.  Nicodemus came bringing a hundred 
pounds weight of myrrh and aloes to embalm his body.  These two took the body of Jesus and bound it 
in linen cloths with the spices as is the custom of the Jews.  Now in 
this place where he was crucified  there was a garden, and in the garden a new tomb 
where no one had ever been laid.  So because of the Jewish day of Preparation, as the tomb was close 
at hand, they laid Jesus there. 
  
Later on two other men Cleopas and his friend were walking the seven miles back to their home when 
they were joined by a traveller and they discussed the events that had happened over the last few days 
in Jerusalem.  As it was 
Getting dark they invited the traveller to stop with them overnight and it was during their supper when 
Jesus broke the bread and then he vanished from their sight. 
  
Then they said to each other: “Do you remember how our hearts were burning inside us, as he talked to 
us on the road, and he opened up the Bible for us?” 
 
  
Prayer                       Some ask the world and are diminished in the receiving of it. 
  
                                  You gave me only this small pool that the more I drink from, 
  
                                  The more overflows me with sourceless ligjht. 
                                   
                                                                                                   R. S. Thomas 
  
Hymn  Singing the Faith no. 478 (music only click here) 
  
                Thank you, O God, for the time that is now, 
                For all the newness your minutes allow. 
                 Make us alert with your presence of mind 
                 To fears and longings that move human kind. 
  
                 Thank you, O God, for the time that is past, 
                  For all the values and thoughts that will last. 
                  May we all stagnant tradition ignore, 
                  Leaving behind things that matter no more. 
  
                  Thank you for hopes of the day that will come, 
                   For all the change that will happen in time; 
                   God, for the future our spirits prepare, 
                   Hallow our doubts and redeem us from fear. 
  
                    Make us afraid of the thought that delay, 
                    Faithful in all the affairs of today; 
                    Keep us, Creator, from playing it safe, 
                    Thank you that now is the time of our life!       
          Fred Kaan.                    
                Margaret Field 
  
  
 
                                                                   Sunday Worship 
                                         All Services are in the church from now on. 
 
 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=54FDCBW8NFI


 

Duncan’s Message 

Lectionary Readings for Sunday 2nd May 2021  Easter 5. 
 
Psalm 22:25-31, Acts 8:26-40, 1 John 4:7-21, John 15:1-8. 
 
This week I received a phone call asking me to connect to a scammer. The pre-recorded message was, 
‘This is your internet provider, there has been illegal activity on your internet, we are going to disconnect 
you, press 1 to talk to our technical department.’ In fact I heard the phone message three times that day, 
I did not press 1 or talk to whoever they may be, as once you do you start paying for the call at a high 
rate, and several days later my internet remains connected. It is a connection that I chose not to make. 
In the reading from John’s gospel Jesus is talking about being a spiritual vine that we can choose to be 
connected to when we become one of the branches. Being connected to Jesus means we have the 
means to go on and fulfil our potential and bear the fruit that God is looking to see from us. This week in 
Sherborne The Pod opened and it is love of God and our connectedness to God that is behind it and will 
enable it to be a source of help to people in need in Sherborne. It is the same love of God that John talks 
about in his letter, and the same love that took Philip to go and talk with the Ethiopian Official who was 
struggling to understand the meaning of the part of the bible which he was reading. 
It is through our worship whether online or in person, through our prayer and study of the bible that we 
keep ourselves connected to God and become fruitful branches of Jesus the vine. 
 
Hymn    Singing The Faith 587. I am the bread, the bread of life; click here  

 
 
                                                                  Pastoral News 
 
We send our love and best wishes to Kathy Crew as she continues her recovery. 
Eirwen Cox and Jan Wallace both had to undergo an operation. All went well and the operations were 
successful. Both ladies are making a good recovery. We send our love and best wishes to them both. 
 
Birthdays. 
Saturday, May 1st              Barbara Austin 
Sunday, 2nd May               Rev. Sue Litchfield 
                                          Jim Cockerham 
Tuesday, May 4th              Peter Gould 
Wednesday, May 5th         Rev. Duncan Goldie 
 
Happy Birthday and best wishes to you all from our Cheap Street Church Family. 
With love and prayers to you all. 
                                                                                                                               Eirwen Cox 
 
 
 

 Fellowship of Prayer 
 

Whenever and wherever we pray in the silence of our hearts, we are part of a rich and powerful 
fellowship, which serves to sustain everyone in our Church Family. Anyone can join the prayer group by 
just praying. 

We hold in prayer Kathy Crew, Tom and Marian Carmichael, Barbara and Dennis Porter; Clive and Jill 
Turner and Ellie and Sophie; Yve and Ken Ackroyd and all the family; Janet Baker; Phyllis Batchelor; 
Duncan’s mother; Alex Palmer; Peter and Marjorie Kett. 

We continue to remember the families of those who have died recently: Derek Hayward, Ron Dolling, 
Charles Pennington, Gill Hunt, John Hooper, Hilda Clarke, John Green, Graham Penlington and Brian 
Crew. 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=GhdFESRoy5k


The Prayer Ring is available for an urgent need or situation. 
Call any of these numbers and the circle of prayer will begin: 

Eirwen Cox 01935 815960, Penny Gardner 01935 389153, Janet Le Moignan 01935 38966 

 

 

                                                 Prayers for the persecuted church 

Iraq 
Iraq saw recurrent violent protests last year, and the instability is a catalyst for the increase in 
persecution of Christians.  Islamic extremists remain active, attacking and kidnapping Christians.  While 
so-called Islamic State no longer has a stranglehold on the country, their notoriously cruel treatment of 
Christians, particularly women and girls, has left a legacy of trauma.  Christians from a Muslim 
background often keep their faith secret, because of the pressure and threats they are likely to face from 
family and community. 
 
Let us pray for an end to the violence and for God's peace to fill the hearts of Christians and those who 
persecute them.  Also for a holy thirst and hunger for God among the people of Iraq.    Amen. 
 

 

                                               Poem for the Week 
 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

Irina Ratushinskaya was a physics graduate, a primary school teacher and a committed Christian. 
Convicted under the Soviet regime for writing “subversive” poetry, she endured several years in a labour 
camp, where she scratched poems on bars of soap, memorised them and later smuggled some out on 
small strips of paper. International pressure contributed to her release. This poem was written on her first 
day of freedom.                                                                                                                Philip Rogerson 
 

 

 

 

 

 

Believe me 
 
Believe me, it was often thus: 
In solitary cells, on winter nights 
A sudden sense of joy and warmth 
And a resounding note of love. 
And then, unsleeping, I would know 
A-huddle by an icy wall: 
Someone is thinking of me now, 
Petitioning the Lord for me. 
My dear ones, thank you all 
Who did not falter, who believed in us! 
In the most fearful prison hour 
We probably would not have passed 
Through everything – from end to end, 
Our heads held high, unbowed –  
Without your valiant hearts  
To light our path. 
 
Irina Ratushinskaya (1954-2017) 
(Translated by Alyona Kojevnikov) 
 



 

      
 

 
 

Today’s photos of the Pod.                           
 
 
                                                                     Letters 
 
 
I would like to thank everyone for their kind get well messages, cards and beautiful flowers. I'm 
recovering very well and hope to see you soon.     Jan Wallace 
 

______________ 

 

 

 



 

 

Sherborne Community Kitchen is looking for more volunteers as Home Based Callers: 

  
 What’s the Need? 
With our growing list of customers we are looking for more home based volunteer callers to join our rota 
calling customers/beneficiaries 1or 2 mornings a week to have a quick chat, ask for a meal choice and 
enter it onto a simple drop down list on a spreadsheet.  
Callers are on a rota 1 or 2 mornings for about an hour  - starting around 10am. Callers also highlight 
any wellbeing concerns back to the Kitchen Manager. 
Age is no barrier - but we are looking for people who are a little IT savvy and comfortable with a 
laptop/tablet and iPhone 
Many callers become friendly with “their” customers and see volunteering as an enjoyable and useful 
way of contributing from home. 
  
 Home Caller Volunteers will: 

• Be trustworthy, friendly and approachable  
• Understand the need for confidentiality   
• Own and be able to use a laptop/iPad or similar  
• Use a shared Community Kitchen Mobile phone, and have good signal and wifi at their home to 

make calls  
• Join our Callers Team Chat and be able to highlight any worries or concerns about a 

customer/beneficiary.  
• DBS checks are taken up for all volunteers. References will be required.  
• Full training is given 

Interested? Please call Jill or Harry for a chat on 07561 067381                   
Sherborne Community Kitchen       Jill Warburton    
            
 
 

Worship Resources 

 

Radio 4 Sunday Worship at 8.10am: click here 

 

100 years: reflecting on the past - building a 
future together 
Sunday Worship 
A Service led by the members of the Church Leaders’ Group, Ireland, marking of the centenary of the partition of the 
island of Ireland and the formation of Northern Ireland. 

 
Methodist resources: click here. URC resources: click here. 

URC: daily devotions and a Sunday service (click here to subscribe). 
 
 

 
Contributions to future newsletters 
Please send contributions by midday Wednesday to: 
Penny Gardner pennylgardner@gmail.com 01935 389153 and 
Ruth Rogerson rogersonruth@gmail.com 01935 813498. 

https://www.bbc.co.uk/programmes/m000vnzx
https://www.bbc.co.uk/programmes/b006qnds
https://www.methodist.org.uk/our-faith/worship/singing-the-faith-plus/seasons-and-themes/worship-during-the-coronavirus-pandemic/
https://urc.org.uk/latest-news/3385-coronavirus-worshipping-digitally
https://devotions.urc.org.uk/
https://urc.us13.list-manage.com/subscribe?u=8958e2851d933a7a389a9f51c&id=9c17704e4e
mailto:pennylgardner@gmail.com
mailto:rogersonruth@gmail.com

